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This is a book about hope.  It inspires.  It creates vision.  It is not a missiology text in the strict sense, but rather a collection of stories about what God is doing and has done globally through his people.  It is an easy read using multiple vignettes to bring home such core themes as the globalization of the Christian faith, the centrality of Scripture, holistic ministry, contextualization, persecution, and the communication of the gospel.  At times I wanted fewer stories and more detail.  
Kingdom Without Borders is not history in the strict sense.  Adeney is a storyteller bringing out the best in God’s people from all over the globe.  Her purposes are more affective than cognitive.  Her message is clear—God is alive and He is building His global Kingdom through His people in every corner of the globe.  
So much written in the history of missions is about the West going to the rest.  Most of these stories are about the rest.  She reminds us that, “The church is on a journey, not in a box.  Global flows are taking us in new directions. … The nations are our neighborhood” (p. 33).  The barriers we create—ethnocentrism, racism, classism, gender bias—are ultimately inconsequential to the movement of God in reaching every people group.  
From a personal standpoint the stories in the Introduction helped me see afresh the greatness in the people I had known and worked with for so many years in the Philippines.  Like us, they too have their foibles, yet God takes the good things and builds His Kingdom.  God takes the best of our mediocrity and uses it for His eternal purposes.  Develop a Kingdom perspective that looks for the greatness in your colleagues and your charges.  Focus on the good within them and the good things they have accomplished.
This is not a how-to book on international ministry.  Yet Adeney’s stories instill certain enduring biblical principles and values that guide ministry among internationals.  
· God is at work no matter who or where we are; in places and among peoples we would never expect.  
· His Word is powerful.  Be a powerful witness.  Make it understandable to all peoples.
· Be filled with the Spirit.  Be passionate about your faith.  Make it contagious.  Draw nourishment from Jesus as a vine draws nourishment from the stem (p. 137). 
· Don’t package God.  There are signs of hope everywhere, even in Islam and Buddhism.
· Be holistic—minister to the whole person, physically, mentally, socially and spiritually.  Jesus did.  Be open to connecting with people and organizations doing good things.  
· Work for justice.  Serve the oppressed in culturally sensitive ways.  Address the structures that oppress them.  
· Communication is an art.  Use the Arts—e.g. culturally appropriate songs, poetry, visualizations, and stories.  
· Work to mend broken lives and broken cultures.  Address the issues that trouble people the most.
· Take the way of the cross.  Be willing to suffer.  Persecution is greater today than ever before.  But conduct your ministry wisely.  We also suffer from our own foolishness.  
· Think globally--God is the Lord of the universe.  Serve locally in the diversity of every tribe, language, people and nation (Rev 5:9).  
When you’re tired and discouraged by ministry setbacks this book is like a shot of espresso.  These stories teach us that God is alive and active.  He is building his Kingdom and we are partners with him.  
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