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Introduction 

Suggestions about Studying a Passage from the Bible: 
 

1. Pray for God’s help. The Holy Spirit who inspired the Bible can help understand it. 
See Psalm 119:18 for a short prayer. 

 

2. Read the passage at least twice. 
 

3. Study the passage in general before concentrating on a particular verse. Interpret 
the passage in the light of its context. 

 

4. Consider whether the passage is prose or poetry, fact or fiction, history or allegory, 
and treat it accordingly. Do not interpret the metaphorical literally. 

 

5. Remember that each book of the Bible points in some way to He who is the theme 
of scripture. 

 

6. Recognize the main purpose of the bible. See 2 Timothy 3:15-17.  
 

7. Realize the progress and unity of the Bible as a whole and the place and need of 
every book. 

 

8. Use the Old Testament for understanding the New Testament. Interpret the Old 
Testament in relation to the New Testament and to its fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 

 

9. Seek some personal help for the present day from the passage you have studied. 
a. Is there a truth to believe? 
b. Is there an example to follow? 
c. Is there a sin to confess? 

 
Suggestions for Leading a Group Bible Study: 
 

1. The smallest group is two people. We should not underestimate the value of one-
on-one Bible study. Sometimes it is the most appropriate and beneficial way. The 
largest group should probably not exceed ten or twelve. After that it is probably 
better to divide the group. 

 

2. Prepare carefully and frame questions. 
 

3. Never answer your own questions. If there is no response, ask the question another 
way. 

 

4. Avoid asking questions which require the answer yes or no. 
 

5. Don’t be afraid of silence. 
 

6. Elicit several answers. 
 

7. Get each member to speak at some time or other. 
 

8. Stick to the passage. If other matters not relevant are introduced, offer to discuss 
the matter afterwards. 

 

9. Remember that the purpose of study is to find out what the Bible really says. 
 

10. Pray about what you have learned. 
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